Newspaper Headlines from Northeast Ohio

Regarding the Dangers of Oil and Gas Well Drilling
Home near Gas Well on Brink of Explosion

For the past 10 months residents Irv and Joanne Mesmer have been living with the uncertainty of whether they will ever have safe drinking water… The water well is in the basement and was inadvertently left unvented… Firefighters found positive readings for flammable gas, within explosive levels.

Chagrin Valley Times, Oct. 22, 08
Bainbridge Twp, Geauga Cty

Gas Tank Explodes

An empty gas tank being removed…exploded around noontime Wednesday, seriously injuring a company worker.”

"We still are not sure what happened. It could have been static electricity to set off the explosion. The fire department is still investigating," the company owner said.

Star Beacon, Apr. 26, 2007

Morgan Twp, Ashtabula Cty

Two Killed in Oil-Tank Explosion

An explosion at an oil well killed two men today and nearly took Hobert Conley’s life, too…A second tank exploded…The billboard-sized lid from the tank sailed over him and… landed about a football field away from the tanks.
Dispatch, Oct. 19, 2008

Larue, Marion Cty

Bainbridge Well Blows Relief Valve

A gas well…blew a relief valve sometime on Friday, spewing brine water and oil up to an acre away.

West Geauga Sun, Feb. 26, 2009

Bainbridge Twp, Geauga Cty
1 Killed, 4 Wounded In Gas Well Accident
The gas the men encountered is common in natural gas drilling. The men were wearing the proper meters to check for gas, officials said. "It happens all over. It's something they're trained to deal with but, sometimes it happens so fast that their protective clothing doesn't warn them quick enough and they're unable to deal with it," said Antrim Volunteer Fire Department Chief Don Warnock.
WTOV.com, Sept. 10, 2009

Antrim, Guernsey Cty
Huge Fish Kill: Gas Wells Being Blamed for the Contaminated Lakes in Sleepy Hollow

Excessive run-off from the drilling site flowed into Sleepy Hollow’s lakes. “This drilling site is the worst erosion site I’ve ever seen” said Jim Irwin of the OEPA.

Star Beacon, Mar. 28, 2007 Plymouth Twp, Ashtabula Cty

More info at www.neogap.org
Officials in Three States Pin Water Woes on Gas Drilling

The report concludes that gas drilling has degraded water in dozens of water wells. The three-year study used sophisticated scientific techniques to match methane from water to the same rock layer where gas companies are drilling—a mile and a half underground.
ProPublica, Apr. 26, 2009

English Drive homes now worthless, 
banks say
Forty-one homeowners in the neighborhood say their water wells were ruined when the gas escaped into the aquifer… Some have tried to refinance, but the banks say the houses have no value.
Chagrin Sun, May 26, 2009
Bainbridge Twp, Geauga Cty
Teens recuperate from gas well blast

Boys aged 15 and 16 were burned but don’t have life-threatening injuries after they accidentally ignited vapors in a gas-well tank while smoking a cigarette. Edward C. Smith, owner of Cobra Resources LLC of Canfield, which owns the tank, said the tank contained crude oil and fumes, which are vented continuously.

Vindy.com, Apr. 3, 2009

Vernon Twp, Trumbull Cty

Investigation: Ohio's Natural Gas Boom Has Hidden Danger. Couple Narrowly Escapes Explosion

A blue tarp draped over a cracked foundation of a yellow ranch house in Bainbridge Township is about the only clear sign you can see from English Drive that a massive natural gas explosion ripped through the home...Dozens of their neighbors were affected, too. Many of them are forced to drink their water from large plastic containers delivered daily since the explosion...Crews are working to clean up the wells contaminated by the fractured aquifer. And until all the gas is vented, cleanup crews said there's still a threat of igniting another explosion.
Newsnet5, Apr. 29, 2008

Bainbridge Twp, Geauga Cty

Gas Fire Burns through Night

Investigators might never now what ignited a gas-well fire in Hambden Township that caused $2 million worth of damage.
News-Herald, Feb. 13, 2007

Hambden Twp, Geauga Cty

Amsterdam fire Department Contains Oil Spill. Investigators Unsure of Spill’s Size

Fire chief tells NEWS9 there is an old oil well…that is now bubbling up and the oil is flowing into a nearby creek.
WTOV NEWS9, July 13, 2006

Bainbridge Twp, Geauga Cty

Natural Gas Well Explosion Causes Evacuation. Ignited small building near well.
The building was a total loss and the pump was damaged...Nova resident Mark Kammer lives next to the natural gas well which he said is a hazard. Kammer said the fire department has been called more 20 times over the past seven years because of problems with the well. 

WMFD.com (TV) July 8, 2009

Nova, Ashland, Cty
Technicians Able to Cap Gas Well Fire. Crews Worked Through the Night to Put Out Stubborn Blaze

An around-the-clock effort helped contain, and then cap, a raging gas well drilling fire that erupted with a big bang Monday night.
Star Beacon, Mar. 7, 2007

North Kingsville, Ashtabula Cty

Old oil well likely source of spill near Bowling Green

“With all the pressure from the water (from Wednesday’s rains) the oil just came to the surface,” Gilbert said....“The strong winds and all the water are helping to keep the oil contained on the property,” Gilbert said. “That’s helping to keep this from becoming a very large situation.”
Sentinel-Times, Feb. 12, 2009

Bowling Green, Wood Cty

A White Paper Describing Produced Water from Production of Crude Oil, Natural Gas and Coal-Bed Methane

The U.S. Department of Energy lists “produced water” (drilling waste fluids) from gas drilling as among the most toxic of any industry byproduct, and when the water returns to the surface, it must be dealt with as toxic industrial waste.
Argonne National Laboratory

January, 2004

Bill sparks controversy
Dawn and Carl Siers of Concord Township, along with their two sons, were forced out of their home in July 2006 by hydrogen sulfide released by the digging of a natural gas well in a nearby church parking lot. The family lived for five months in hotels before the house was again safe to occupy.

News-Herald, Oct.. 27, 2008 Concord Twp, Lake Cty

U.S. finds water polluted near gas-drilling sites
U.S. government scientists have for the first time found chemical contaminants in drinking water wells near natural gas drilling operations, fueling concern that a gas-extraction technique is endangering the health of people who live close to drilling rigs. The Environmental Protection Agency found chemicals that researchers say may cause illnesses including cancer, kidney failure, anemia and fertility problems in water from 11 of 39 wells tested.
Reuters, Aug. 27, 2009

Pavillion, Wyoming

Driller backs off threat to conservancy, village

A mandatory pooling order for land owned by the Village of Gates Mills and the Gates Mills Land Conservancy to enable Cutter Oil to drill a well on Chagrin River Road led to scurrying last week by village officials. However, the drilling company rescinded the order the following day.

Chagrin Valley Times, Oct. 22, 08

Gates Mills, Cuyahoga Cty

Gas well couldn't be capped; in came wrecking ball

A gas leak, thought to be coming from a line in the house, created a problem for years. When it was discovered the gas was not coming from the home, but an abandoned well, the…Leathermans eventually were forced to abandon their home of 23 years because the gas could not be reduced to safe levels. The house was demolished to mitigate the problem.
The-Daily-Recorder, Mar. 31, 09

Rittman, Wayne Cty

Gas Well Drilling: Another City Enters the Fight for More Local Control

The City of Munroe Falls has appealed the ODNR's permit for an oil and gas well to be drilled within 400 feet of the Cuyahoga River…That permit allows drilling that would be just a mile upstream from the wellhead that produces all the drinking water for… 50,000 residents.

WKYC TV, Mar. 7, 2008

Munroe Falls, Summit Cty

